
David Fryling, conductor
Jared Berry, conductor

This work is supported by Long Island Grants for the Arts through funds 
provided by the office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature, 

and administered by the Huntington Arts Council.
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Saturday, June 6th @ 7pm
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Mixed Ensemble

The Babylon Chorale’s programming is made possible by the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the 

New York State Legislature.

Manhasset Secondary School Auditorium
200 Memorial Place, Manhasset NY 11030



Star Spangled Banner................John Stafford Smith, arr. Robert Russell Bennett
with Manhasset High School Symphonic Choir

Lift Every Voice and Sing......................J. Rosamond Johnson, arr. Roland Carter
with Manhasset High School Symphonic Choir

US...............................................................................Michael Bussewitz-Quarm
	 I. This is Our Time
		  Alex Plotkin, tenor
    	     It is Not Enough
        

Our Obligations
	 II-1 Be Informed
	 II-2 Get Involved
		  Dory Agazarian, mezzo-soprano
	 II-3 Support the Teaching of Civics
	 II-4 Remain Civil
		  Nick Patillio, tenor
	 II-5 Stay Open to Compromise
		  Karl Huth, bass and Brodie Centauro, tenor
	 II-6 Reject Violence
		  Karl Huth and Phil Mizzi, speaker
	 II-7 Promote the Common Good
		  Alex Plotkin, tenor
	 II-8 Value Norms 
	 II-9 Respect Government Service
		  Karl Huth, speaker
	 II-10 Put Country First

	 III. Call to Citizenship
		  Alex Plotkin, tenor

We Hold These Truths to Be Self-Evident: 
Democracy 250

We ask that the audience hold their applause until the end of each section.

			  R

			  R

			  R



Redeem the Dream....................................................................Brandon A. Boyd
	 I. Declaration of Independence
	 Il. Let America Be America Again
		  Rachel Goodman, soprano
		  Carlos Villatoro and Brodie Cenauro, speaker	
	 III. I Am
	 IV. Who Dreamt
	 V. The Free?
		  Eva Sheldon, mezzo-soprano and Kenny Zagare, tenor
	 VI. America Again
		  Christina Cinnamo, mezzo-soprano, Rachel Goodman, soprano 
		    and Kenny Zagare, tenor
		  Carlos Villatoro and Phil Mizzi, speaker

Program Note

These are the bold declarations of the Together In Hope Project, a Minneapolis-based 
nonprofit organization founded by Gary Aamodt and Celia Ellingson and the driving 
force behind the Sing Democracy 250 project. 

Sing Democracy 250 is a national initiative designed to mark 
the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. 
Through the performance of music commissioned to engage 
singers and citizens alike, Sing Democracy 250 endeavors to 
“educate its audiences about America’s history, equip them with 
knowledge of their responsibilities as citizens, and empower 
them to renew American democracy, in the context of America’s 
250th birthday.” 

You can read more about this initiative, as well as learn more about the commissioned 
pieces being performed today, by following the attached QR link. 

As we mark the 250th anniversary of our nation, Sing Democracy 250 encourages us to 
reflect not only on the ideals expressed in the Declaration of Independence, but also the 
ongoing work of building our community. Anniversaries such as this invite us to consider 
where we have been, where we are today, and how each generation contributes to the 
nation’s future.

By joining forces for the Sing Democracy 250—All America Program, the members of the 
Babylon Chorale and eVoco Voice Collective are honored to help bring this inspiring 
national initiative to the Long Island community. Through this shared musical experience, 
we celebrate not only our nation’s history, but also the enduring power of music to foster 
understanding, connection, and hope.
	
			   —Jared Berry & Dave Fryling

“In a world where division seems to be the norm, we stand united. We are 
musicians, singers, artists, and advocates, all bound by the belief that music can 
bridge the gaps and mend the divides. Our mission is simple yet profound: to 
bring people together, to celebrate our shared humanity, and to recommit to the 
promise of a ‘more perfect union.’”



The National Anthem

O say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;
O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
	
			   —Francis Scott Key

Lift Every Voice and Sing

Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chast’ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered.
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by Thy might,
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand,
True to our God,
True to our native land.

			   —James Weldon Johnson



US

This is Our Time

“This is our time, to reclaim the American dream and reaffirm that fundamental truth, 
that, out of many, we are one; that while we breathe, we hope.”

			   —Barack Obama

“It is up to us in our time to choose, and choose wisely, between the hard but necessary 
task of preserving peace and freedom, and the temptation to ignore our duty and blindly 
hope for the best while the enemies of freedom grow stronger day by day.”

		  	 —Ronald Reagan

“We, the People, are the key. Democracy depends on us—all of us. This is our time to 
fulfill democracy’s promise and build a ‘more perfect union’.” 

			   —Celia Ellingson

“It is not enough to talk about human rights without emphasizing human duties…Rights 
without duties led to lawlessness, even as duties without rights can lead to slavery and to 
the abasement of individuality.” 
			 
			   —Max Arzt

Our Obligations

1 Be Informed

“Wherever the people are well informed they can be trusted with their own government.”
			 
			   —Thomas Jefferson

“A little learning, indeed, may be a dangerous thing, but the want of learning is a calamity 
to any people.” 

			   —Frederick Douglass

“Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their choice are prepared to choose 
wisely. The real safeguard of democracy, therefore, is education.”

			   —Franklin D. Roosevelt

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.” 

			   —Daniel Patrick Moynihan

								        ...continued



2 Get Involved

“The impact of participation trickles up. Rosa Parks didn’t start out by taking on all of Jim 
Crow; she started out by taking a seat on a local bus.” 

			   —James Mattis

“The desire to do something and contribute was stronger than the fear of speaking up.”

			   —Wilma Mankiller

3 Support the Teaching of Civics

“Every young person needs to learn how our government works at the national level, at 
the state level, at the local level and how they can be part of it.” 

			   —Sandra Day O’Connor

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to 
our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them 
to do the same. An informed patriotism is what we want.” 

			   —Ronald Reagan

4 Remain Civil

“Civility is the recognition that all people have dignity that's inherent to their person, no 
matter their religion, race, gender, sexuality, or ability.” 
			 
			   —Ayo (Opal) Tometi

“Unless you have dialogue, unless you open the walls of dialogue, you can never reach to 
change people’s opinion.” 
			   —Harvey Milk 

“Civility is not a tactic or a sentiment; it is the determined choice of trust over cynicism, 
of community over chaos.” 
			   —George W. Bush

5 Stay Open to Compromise

“All legislation, all government, all society is founded upon the principle of mutual 
concession.” 
			   —Henry Clay

“Compromise is the essence of our democracy. Cooperation and working together to 
build consensus have to prevail in the end.”

			   —Lee Hamilton



“Compromise need not mean cowardice. Indeed it is frequently the compromisers and 
conciliators who are faced with the severest tests of political courage….” 

			   —John F. Kennedy

6 Reject Violence

“Democracy offers peaceful channels for individuals and groups to pursue their goals. 
There are multiple alternatives to using violence in pursuit of political ends.” 

			   —Richard Haass

“Speak up, speak out, get in the way. Get in good trouble, necessary trouble, and help 
redeem the soul of America.” 
			 
			   —John Lewis

7 Promote the Common Good

“We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly.” 

			   —Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

"A nation is formed by the willingness of each of us to share in the responsibility for 
upholding the common good."

			   —Barbara Jordan

8 Value Norms

“Democracy requires more than laws if it is to function. Norms are the unwritten traditions, 
rules, customs, conventions, codes of conduct, and practices that reduce frictions and 
brittleness in a society.” 
			   —Richard Haass

“When the norm is decency, other virtues can thrive: integrity, honesty, compassion, 
kindness and trust.” 
			   —Raja Krishnamoorthi

9 Respect Government Service

“Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.” 

			   —John F. Kennedy

“A citizenry inspired by the call to public service is essential to the health of a democracy.”

			   —E.J. Dionne, Kayla Meltzer Drogosz, Robert E. Litan



10 Put Country First

“Love your neighbor as yourself and your country more than yourself.” 

			   —Thomas Jefferson

“Patriotism is a love and a duty, a love of country expressed in good citizenship.” 

			   — John McCain

“We shall nobly save, or meanly lose, the last best hope of earth.” 

			   —Abraham Lincoln

Call to Citizenship

“All have gifts that contribute to the greater national whole. We are dependent on each 
other. We have need of every citizen. If one suffers, we all suffer. If one rejoices, we all 
rejoice together. If one of us is bound, none of us is free. Harmony is a sound far greater 
than dissonance and unison. The political orchestra of contrasting souls working together 
for freedom is as powerful as it is beautiful. We are one. We love one another.” 

			   —W. West Allen

“It’s time to believe the heart and soul of this democracy can live. When we all get together, 
when the rejected join hands together, we can turn this nation around….We can alter the 
course of history. Together, we will make sure that hope not hate has the last word…
because when we all get together, what a day, what a day, what a day, what a day,
what a day of justice, it will be.” 

			   —Rev. William Barber II

Redeem the Dream

I. Declaration of Independence

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.
	
			   —Adapted from the Declaration of Independence, 1776

II. Let America be America Again

Let America be America again.
Let it be the dream it used to be.
Let it be the pioneer on the plain
Seeking a home where he himself is free.

(America never was America to me.)



Let America be the dream the dreamers dreamed—
Let it be that great strong land of love
Where never kings connive nor tyrants scheme
That any man be crushed by one above.

(It never was America to me.)

O, let my land be a land where Liberty
Is crowned with no false patriotic wreath,
But opportunity is real, and life is free,
Equality is in the air we breathe.

(There’s never been equality for me,
Nor freedom in this “homeland of the free.”)

Say, who are you that mumbles in the dark?

III. I Am

I am the poor white, fooled and pushed apart,
I am the Negro bearing slavery’s scars.
I am the red man driven from the land,
I am the immigrant clutching the hope I seek—
And finding only the same old stupid plan
Of dog eat dog, of mighty crush the weak.

I am the young man, full of strength and hope,
Tangled in that ancient endless chain
Of profit, power, gain, of grab the land!
Of grab the gold! Of take the pay!
Of owning everything for one’s own greed!

I am the farmer, bondsman to the soil.
I am the worker sold to the machine.
I am the Negro, servant to you all.
I am the people, humble, hungry, mean—
Hungry yet today despite the dream.
Beaten yet today—O, Pioneers!
I am the man who never got ahead,
The poorest worker bartered through the years.

IV. Who Dreamt

Yet I’m the one who dreamt our basic dream
In the Old World while still a serf of kings,
Who dreamt a dream so strong, so brave, so true,
That even yet its mighty daring sings
In every brick and stone, in every furrow turned
That’s made America the land it has become.
O, I’m the man who sailed those early seas				    ...continued



In search of what I meant to be my home—
For I’m the one who left dark Ireland’s shore,
And Poland’s plain, and England’s grassy lea,
And torn from Black Africa’s strand I came
To build a “homeland of the free.”

V. The Free?

The free?

Who said the free? Not me?
Surely not me?
The millions who have nothing for our pay?
For all the dreams we’ve dreamed
And all the songs we’ve sung
And all the hopes we’ve held
And all the flags we’ve hung,
The millions who have nothing for our pay—
Except the dream that’s almost dead today.

VI. America Again

O, let America be America again—
The land that never has been yet—
And yet must be—the land where every man is free.
The land that’s mine—the poor man’s, Indian’s, Negro’s, ME—

Who made America,
Whose sweat and blood, whose faith and pain,
Whose hand at the foundry, whose plow in the rain,
Must bring back our mighty dream again.

O, yes,
I say it plain,
America never was America to me,
And yet I swear this oath—
America will be!

We, the people, must redeem
The land, the mines, the plants, the rivers.
The mountains and the endless plain—
All, all the stretch of these great green states—
And make America again!

			   —Adapted from “Let America Be America Again,” Langston Hughes



About the Artists

eVoco* Voice Collective is an award-winning collection of singers of the highest musical, 
technical, and expressive abilities‚ whose shared mission is to invite listeners into the 
extraordinary experience of singing, together. We are passionate advocates for excellence 
in the choral and vocal arts, presenting evocative concerts and recitals of the highest 
caliber, summoning the power of the human voice to remind us all of our shared human 
experience. Our current projects include the Mixed Ensemble, the Treble Ensemble, the 
Open Door Ensemble, and our Voice Recitals featuring the Young Vocal Artist Award 
winners. In 2017, the eVoco Mixed Ensemble received the second place award in the 
national American Prize for Choral Performance–Community Chorus division.

eVoco firmly believes in the transformative and educational power of music, and we 
welcome everyone to observe our work together. All of our Mixed and Treble Ensemble 
rehearsals are open to the public. Teachers and students of music, especially, are encouraged 
to join us throughout the process. Our hope is that our weekly work together will not only 
prepare us for each concert series, but also–and just as importantly–serve as a continual 
learning space for students, educators, and music enthusiasts alike.	    			 
    		      *From the Latin evocare [ex- (“out”) vocare (“to call”)]: to lure, to summon; to evoke                              
 eVoco Mixed Ensemble
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The Babylon Chorale is a Long Island based intergenerational group of singers that fosters 
learning and excellence in performing a diverse repertoire of choral music. We value the 
traditions of our over 75-year history of social connections among the singers and with the 
community while embracing change and growth.
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For more than twenty-five years, Dr. David Fryling has 
engaged audiences, singers, and educators as a professional 
conductor, teacher, adjudicator, and clinician. He was 
honored for his many years of work with students and 
choral educators on Long Island with an induction into 
the Long Island Music Hall of Fame as the 2014 “Educator 
of Note,” and his artistic leadership on the podium has 
been recognized with two 1st Place American Prizes in 
Conducting, one each in the community chorus and college 
and university categories.

An energetic and engaging conductor, clinician, and 
adjudicator of professional, community, and high school 

choirs, David’s recent invitations include various all-state and regional honor choirs, 
master classes, workshops, and adjudications throughout New York and in Alaska, 
Arizona, Connecticut, Illinois, Louisiana, Maine, Mississippi, Michigan, New Jersey, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, and 
Virginia.

Since 2001, David has been Director of Choral Activities at Hofstra University, where 
he conducts the select Hofstra Chorale and the Hofstra Chamber Choir, teaches choral 
conducting, and supervises choral music education student teachers in the field. From 
2007 to 2013, David spent his summers as coordinator of the Vocal Artists program 
at the Interlochen Center for the Arts in Michigan, where he was conductor and 
music director of the World Youth Honors Choir and Festival Choir and Orchestra. 
He has since served as a guest artist on the conducting faculty of the New York State 
Summer School of the Arts (NYSSSA) School of Choral Studies, as well as the Sitka 
Fine Arts Camp in Sitka, AK. David is a proud past president of the American Choral 
Directors Association (ACDA) Eastern Region, and currently serves as National Past 
President of the ACDA.

Pianist Brianna Blake is a music educator, conductor, and 
collaborative pianist. Originally from Nyack, NY, Brianna 
received both a B.S. in Music Education and an M.A. in 
Music Education with a concentration in choral conducting 
from Hofstra University. Ms. Blake is the High School 
Choral Director and Theater Music Director in the Locust 
Valley Central School District, as well as Adjunct Professor 
of Music at Hofstra University, where she conducts the 
University Chorus. Brianna originally joined eVoco as a 
singer, but is grateful to now be part of the dance at the 
piano bench.



Jared Berry is the Director of Choirs at Manhasset High 
School, where he leads the Symphonic Choir, Men’s Choir, 
Select Ensemble, and Kinsmen, and serves as music director 
for the school’s annual musical. He is also the Artistic 
Director and Conductor of the Babylon Chorale, an eighty-
voice community choir known for its holiday, classical, and 
pops concerts. In addition, Jared is a founding manager, 
singer, and former board member of the eVoco Voice 
Collective.

Ensembles under his direction have performed at Carnegie 
Hall, the Chautauqua Institution, and ACDA conferences. 
Internationally, he has served as music director at the 

International Gilbert & Sullivan Festival in England, where his productions earned 
Best Musical Direction and Best Chorus for Princess Ida (2019), Best Animated 
Chorus and Overall First Place for Patience (2015), and Second Place and Best 
Concerted Item for Thespis (2014).

Jared spent over a decade with the New York State Summer School of the Arts 
(NYSSSA) School of Choral Studies and served as Chorus Master and Concert Music 
Director for NYC’s Blue Hill Troupe.

An active member of the American Choral Directors Association, he currently serves 
as Honor Choir Chair for the 2027 National Conference and has held national 
and regional roles at numerous past conferences. He holds a Master of Music in 
Choral Conducting from the University of Georgia, a Bachelor of Science in Music 
Education from Hofstra University, and educational leadership certifications from 
Hofstra University and the College of St. Rose.     www.jaredberry.com

Alice Marques is a graduate of the Crane School of Music 
at SUNY Potsdam, where she earned a Bachelor of Music in 
piano performance and music education. While at Potsdam, 
she studied conducting with Brock McElheran, piano with 
James Ball and Marion Carter, and was active in the Crane 
Opera Guild. She received a Master of Arts and a Master 
of Education from Teachers College, Columbia University, 
and completed post-graduate coursework at New York 
University.

Ms. Marques is retired from the Commack School District, 
where she was a choral director. She is the former Principal 
Accompanist for the Long Island Children’s Choir, and a 
frequent accompanist at both SCMEA and NMEA festivals, 

as well as for various performances in schools throughout Nassau and Suffolk Counties.
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eVoco Board of Directors & Their Chairs

Artistic Director: David Fryling
President: Andrea Galeno 
Vice President: Tony DiTaranto
   • Social Chair: Jessica Felber
Treasurer: Kevin Barry
Secretary: Leandra Wahlen
Development Director: Dory Agazarian
   • Donor Chair: Sydney Hankins-Wright
   • Grants Chair: Christina Russo
Public Relations Director: Kyla Surajbali
   • Advertising Chair: Joshua Blum
Special Projects Director: Brianna Blake
Manager: Alex Plotkin (ex officio)
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Upcoming Events

Like to sing? Then you’ll love eVoco’s 2026 Summer Sings!

Friendly, fun, and full of beautiful music, each night includes a light 
rehearsal on some eVoco faves, a break for snacks, and finishes up with 
an informal sing-through/performance. Everyone is welcome, and all 

proceeds go toward eVoco community initiatives like the 
Young Artist Scholarship fund. 

Add these dates to your calendar now!
Wednesday, July 15th @ 7pm & Wednesday, August 5th @ 7pm

Suggested donation is $10 at the door! 

Join our mailing list at www.evoco.vc, 
or follow us on Instagram & Facebook for more details.
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Listen to Beautify L.I. Radio
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world;
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

- Margaret Mead -

Thank you to the Babylon Chorale for this beautiful celebration of our country’s 250th anniversary!

For more information on the network of residents, organizations and local 
businesses supporting our mission to clean up Long Island, help our neighbors thrive 

and to ‘Keep Long Island Beautiful’ for America’s 250th anniversary, forward…
log onto www.beautifyli.org today. Together we can make a difference!

Tuesdays
4:30-5:30pm EST



Congratulations, Anne Morrow!
Our hearts are singing with pride for you,

Anne — President of the Chorale and truly
the voice of an angel!

Your dedication, grace, and beautiful talent
inspire us all.

With all our love,
Mom, Laura, Margie & PJ
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HHaappppyy  ttoo  SSuuppppoorrtt  

The Babylon Chorale 

  
JJuunnee  aanndd  SShhaawwnn  CCuulllliinnaannee  
 

$50 DEPOSIT REQUIRED TO SECURE YOUR PLACE 

i � For details reach out to Joshua Blum at 
� Joshuablum1@gmail.com or scan the QR code



Nutrition Response Therapy 

Massage         AMMA          Reflexology 

Birth Instruction          Birth Coaching          Ear Seeds 

Biblical Counseling 

 

Weber Psychological 
Services, PLLC 

 

Christine M. Weber, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist 

Clinical Neuropsychologist 
 

2234 Jackson Ave., Suite 205 
Seaford, NY  11783 

 

Tel 516-826-4500 
Fax 516-826-4520 

 

weberpsychologicalservices.org 

 



Our Pre-Need planning counselors 

specialize in creating plans that cater 

to the different needs 

of all families. 

I.J. Morris

 631-499-6060 www.ijmorrisdixhills.com

21 East Deer Park Road •  Dix Hills •  NY •  11746

•

for Generations 
a Symbol of

Jewish Tradition



 359 Merrick Road • Lynbrook, NY 11563 
P. (516) 561-9700

F. (516) 561-6952 • ProPrintVS@aol.com

Since 1978









dd your voice to ours! 
Contact advertising @ eVoco.vc or visit 
www.evoco.vc/advertising or contact 
Babylon Chorale advertising @		                    	

	        babylonchorale.org or visiting 	   	                   	
	        www.babylonchorale.org

print and graphic design 
commercial photography
website design & maintenance
e-marketing
social media
printing services

215-262-2295
wstefanowicz@gmail.com

define • design • deliver
30 years marketing & design experience

TO
P 

SHELF DESIGN STUDIO

t s d s
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Community starts with neighbors who care. 
 
 
  Peace 

      * 
  Love 

      * 
  Hope 

      * 
   Joy 

      * 
  Family 

      * 
  Friends 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winston Dookram Agency Inc 
Win Dookram FSCP, LUTCF, LTCP, Agent 

165 Route 109 
West Babylon, NY  11704 

Bus: 631-661-1300 Fax: 631-661-2924 
www.windookram.com 

 

 

 

 



 

Defining  
state-of-the-art  
orthopedic care
Montefiore Einstein Orthopedic Surgery 
reflects the strength of our academic 
contributions and the excellence of our 
clinical practice. The dedication and 
expertise of our faculty, staff and trainees, 
whose collective efforts drive our mission 
forward, enable us to approach the year 
ahead with confidence and purpose. We’re 
ranked in the top 1% of all U.S. hospitals 
for orthopedic surgery, according to U.S. 
News & World Report, and achieved Joint 
Commission Certification for Advanced 
Total Hip and Knee Replacement. Through 
continued innovation, expanded access 
to care and an unwavering commitment 
to the highest standards of quality, 
Montefiore Einstein Orthopedic Surgery 
further advances our leadership in 
musculoskeletal health and continues to 
deliver exceptional, patient-centered care.

www.montefioreeinstein.org/
orthopedics

Neil J. Cobelli, MD
Chairman, Orthopedic Surgery 
Montefiore Einstein


